
  theology-centre.org                                                                                                                    1 
 

THE BUXTON LEADERSHIP 
PROGRAMME 

 
Application Pack for 2016/17 
 

Introduction 
 
This is an application pack for the Buxton Leadership Programme. It will give you all 
the information you need to understand the programme and decide whether you 
would be a suitable candidate.  
 

About CTC 
 
The Centre for Theology & Community exists to equip churches to transform their 
communities. We work alongside churches of all denominations to support them in 
caring for their neighbours, working for social justice and sharing their faith. We do 
this through practical support, research and reflection.  
 
Our vision is to see more churches in London, and further afield, bringing hope and 
social transformation to our most challenging neighbourhoods. We want to raise up 
a generation of church leaders – clergy and lay – who will bring this about. 
 

About the Programme 
 
The Buxton Leadership Programme (BLP) aims to develop a new generation of 
Christian leaders who can bring the experiences of inner-city communities into 
dialogue with Westminster. The programme will help these leaders to develop: 
 

• A vision for a renewal of politics based on relationships, community and the 
common good. 

• A realistic understanding of how politics and power currently operate and 
how this affects ordinary people and their communities. 

• A relational network of leaders who are committed to transforming their 
communities and society. 

The 11-month programme involves a unique combination of a Parliamentary 
placement alongside an opportunity to practice church-based community 
organising in a diverse and economically deprived area. This allows us to develop 
leaders who understand Parliament and yet are not trapped by the ‘Westminster 
bubble.’ Instead they have deep roots in a community and understand the potential 
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for transformation to happen through civil society and local initiatives. Interns are 
paid at least the London Living Wage for their work on the programme. 
 
The Buxton Leadership Programme is a unique 
opportunity to explore a career in public life. No 
other graduate-level job gives such valuable 
exposure to life in Westminster alongside an 
opportunity to hone relational and campaigning 
skills in a grass-roots context. We also have a 
bespoke training and development element of 
the programme which allows participants the 
chance to reflect on their experiences with input 
from some of the leading thinkers in the world 
of faith and politics.  
 
The programme is one element of the Centre for 
Theology & Community’s Urban Leadership 
School – to find out more about the School and 
its other programmes go to theology-
centre.org/leadership.  
 

This Year’s Interns 
 
 

Marta Corti grew up in Italy and has been an active Catholic 
from a young age. She has a long-standing interest in global 
affairs, studying International Relations at the University of 
Sussex before completing a Masters at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies. On the Buxton Programme she is working 
in the International Department of the Conservative Party, 
whilst her Church placement is with St George-in-the-East 
where she is living as part of an intentional community based in 
the Rectory.  

 

 
David Lawrence grew up in Guildford where he attended an 
evangelical church, before studying PPE at Oxford. He has been 
working for the Keep Sunday Special campaign in Westminster, 
and his community organising placement has been with St 
Mary-the-Virgin Church in Primrose Hill. There he is working 
particularly on a debt signposting campaign as well as 
developing a project on mental health in the community.  
 

  

Sam Yung was inspired to engage in politics by his father, who 
was influential in campaigning for the rights of Hong Kong 
residents during the handover negotiations in the 1980’s and 
90’s. Sam studied Government at LSE, whilst attending All 
Souls Church in Langham Place. On the Buxton Programme he 
is working for the Conservative Christian Fellowship and at 
Christ Church Highbury.   

Quotes from previous 
interns 
	

“I’ve been surprised at how 
formative the year has been” 
 

“I wanted to develop my 
existing skills and discover new 
ones. I wanted to try something 
new and be stretched. I wanted 
to discover more of my 
calling…I have got all of the 
above and some extra too!” 
 

“I have done many new things 
for the first time; speaking on 
the radio, leading seminars and 
chairing events, presenting 
awards etc.” 
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Who are we looking for? 

 
We are looking for talented young leaders to join the Programme starting in 
September 2016. Applicants should have the following attributes: 
 

• A passion for politics at every level, from grassroots to Parliament 
• A belief in the role of civil society, and particularly churches, in contributing 

towards the common good 
• Outstanding ability to relate well to a wide range of people 
• Experience of making positive change happen 
• A good understanding of, and passion for, community organising 
• Excellent motivation and willingness to take the initiative 
• Educated to degree level or equivalent 
 

How to apply? 
 
If you are interested in applying for Buxton 2016-17 please email the programme 
co-ordinator David Barclay (davidb@theology-centre.org). 
 
Successful applicants who haven’t already taken part in our summer Jellicoe 
internship programme will be required to do a taster community organising 
placement before starting the programme.  
 
It should be noted that a place on the Buxton programme is not guaranteed until 
placements have been organised, which often cannot be finalised until the summer 
before the September start date. 


